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An individual committing crimes who today 
would be considered a terrorist would have 
been handled as any ordinary offender in 
colonial America and the early United States. 
The same goes for white-collar crime. Edwin 
Sutherland coined the term in 1939, and 
those engaging in embezzlement or other 
activities considered white-collar likely were 
treated the same as other criminals in an ear-
lier era. Or if, as Sutherland proposed, white- 
collar crime is committed by respected per-
sons of high status, their misdeeds were 
entirely overlooked in the past. Clearly, vic-
tims have been around since colonial times. 
How did police deal with these important 
individuals? Unfortunately, in the past, vic-
tims were ignored by the criminal justice sys-
tem except to the extent that they served as 
witnesses to crimes. They had no rights and 
were not informed of the progress of their 
case. In fact, viewing it as “their case” was not 

Figure 4.5  n  �Full-Time Sworn Personnel per 100,000 Residents Employed by State  
and Local Law Enforcement Agencies, 2008
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When last estimated, Wyoming, Louisiana, Illinois, and New York had the highest rates of full-time sworn 
officers per 100,000 residents. What difference would more or fewer police officers make on crime rates? 
Or feelings of safety by residents? Why? 

Source: Figure 4 from Reeves, B. (2011). Census of state and local law enforcement agencies, 2008. U.S. Department of 
Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

Policing cybercrime is now more common. How might this role change what 

skills we need in our police officers?
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